Why pay the
high prices?

We are the alternative.
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Tips Fraom the Pros.// By Tony Conway

ad for
Cocktail Party?

Wle asked award-winning event plannear Tony Corway how
to channel dassic 1960s style and host the perfect soirée

As a new season of Mad Men is about 1o dominate talk at the
water cooler, embrace vour inner Don and Betty Draper
and throw a rgeos-style cockiail party. Mot only is the
cult-classic a glimpse into the Golden Ape of Manhattan
advertising, (t's a primer on Ameérican mideentury swank,
5o fasten yiour bullet bras—here are some guick tps for
capturing the boozy swoozie elegance of Mad Men.

Look the part: Since paper was the medium of the era,
please vse a proper paper invitation, and politely ask your
puests o abide by your “dress code”

Set the stage: Dial up your home'’s mideentury chic-o-
meter by removing same of your current accessorics and
adeling a few vintage touches such as candy dishes, kitschy
drink coasters and vintage books or magazines, (Shop local
vintage stores or eBav) Incorporate a few table lamps with
large drum shades and a retro gooseneck desk lamp or two
to create that sultey Mad Men lighting,

Dress the bar: Of course, vou can't have a Mad Men cocktail
party without a proper bar. Drape a dining table or sideboard
with a white cloth and add a small accent lamp. Stock the
bar with assorted gold-rimmed vintage highball and lowball
glasses, manly eockiail shakers and copious amounts of swiz
zle sticks and cocktail umbrellas. Don't forget the pimento-
stuffied olives, cocktail ondcns and maraschine cherries,

Stock the bar: You needn't offer an unlimited selection
of cockrails, but vew must serve the classic martind with a

a Mad Men
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