22008, 2t age 12, Leah Siepéen had already visited Tarael wish

her Famidy and compleied. e bt i e
While i was 2 amaring wrip, and she had worked hard o
meet the challenges it sntailsd 2 psar sadSer than is cwstomasy in
the 115, thers was one thing she d owt an: img that

O May 28, 5010, shortly after her 13¢h birthday, that sifuation was
rectified a3 her pareats, Micheds and Eric, theew theic danghier 2
famtastic “Chibh Leah” d bat hyhisthday
unfke amything Atlanta had seen befors! Witk the belp of
planner Sharan Fisher of It's My Farty, Inc, the Slepians moved
guickly, planning the 130.quest sveat in coly 2 fewr short mosths.
They selacbhed one of the cify's aewer vennes, Ventanas, for a

transformation into Clab Leah.

"We koew as soom as we saw Veatanas,” Michels said "It was
exacty what we wecs looking for- very chib-Eke 2nd 2 fos fesl ™
Fisher agreed “It's just such a cool wenne. At night, you're looking
omt over the city and see afl the lights ™ The evening of Leah’s bat
indloor and outdoor spaces.

To eacourage the clab-like feel, Michele and Fisker worked with
Jetny's Fapes, Ine. o eraftinvitations desigaed fo fook like hackstag
passes, with a twist. The invitations wers mads of hard, clear plastic,
and arrived in hig, bubbis eavslopes to 2dd to the drama. As quases
arrived, they walked up 2 red carpat befars stepping into the ebevasos
that wrould whisk them up to Ventanas. "It was great,” s2id Michebs.
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to be there. It was the grasd opening of Ch

As any star kacws, the grand entrance at 2 chab
opeaing shouid be memorabls. Leah's cartainty
was. The gaest of hooor arrived 2t Ventanas
with her father 20d bhrother by helicopter, first
cixcling the building 15 quests were dravm o the
soofbop hadipad, 2nd then, in 2 dramatic sarpriss
i thoss waiting guests, landing right thers! She
was amcited, and, in 2 boght tisdys colooed
dress, guickly made her antranes o Club Laah
i the popular Esfha song “Tik Tok," with the
vesy fun a0d sppropriate Ene “the party doa't
start il I walk in ™

Chib Leah was decorated for the oight with lot
of bright colors and some tis-dys accents, with
mwndsreurrents of recorreng purples 2nd black
Cioe of the most epe-catching 20d memosahis
slements of the decor was wery rare tiedps
rosss that Tony Comeay and Amy Saliman
of A Legeadary Feent actnaily imported from
Amstardam for the bat mitvah The googeous
floveers cansed their own behindthe scenss
drama; due to the voleano, air raffic in Europs
was sewessly dsrupted, and the Sooers dida't
asrive until the morning of the pasy! “The tis
ity roses,” Fisher said, “wers 5o spectaoalar.”

Right after her antrasce and introdneticn, Laah
i boer candie ighting and cut the topsy-mery siz-
tayer cake that she had hetped desizn A video of
hes acmal bat métvah caremony the pear before,
in Israed, plaped alongside her. Shordy after, she
disappearsd for a quick onthit changs, smerging
i 2 more “cliblike” puspls dress. From that
fproist oo, i vras time o sat, drink znd have fen’
"W wanind sverpoms to sat all nght, and past
snjoy themsabves,” Michels szid

In addition to the decor, A Legsndary Ereat also
catersd the event, arrznging 2 varsty of sabicas
throughont the indoor/ousdoor ewent space
that sayed open ail ndght long Fach stasion
mepresented something or someons imporaat
o the Slepizn famdty. “Ttwas really pecsonalized,
and every dedzil was aken cans szifl Fishes.
Miicheis's maiden aame, Hoodisman served
as the mame of the Asizn soodis sttion, for
smmpls. Gussts also sajopsd 3 Latin shica,




sushs bar staticn, and a build your-own pasta station they called the "Lamborghini Saticn " The
Sclrorarts’s Dhali Station secved mushentic e Tork dali-styls food, Bke koiches and matro ball soup.
“Wea cegaaized the flow to make the sveat foel intimate ” Fisher explhined Casual ssasing let everyons
miz, mingle 204 enjoy the aight without being restricted to 2ay oae hls. Whils the adul hars were
placed thromghout the interior of the veoue, thers was a juice bar for Leah’s quests set up cn the
sooftop patio. The bartseder became 2 hit with the kids, mizing up 2 varisty of differsat juics driaks
and making fip-books. Michals describes the process guests went through to make their own books:
“You stend in froat of 2 gresn screen 20d movs in exaggerated morements with poops. Then, a Sttie
trro-inch by five-inch hook prints out, aad you can 8ip theough it and see yoursed moviog™ The
fipbooks ail had covers customazed with Laah’s iitial logo.

The fliphooks, from local compasay Fippéty-Dioo Da, actually saded ap being 2 huge hitwith sverpone
at the party, ot just the kids, “To this day,” Michels sa2id, “Frisads sl bave the books siging ot in
their house!” A D from Vibe Eapertiament afso bept the pasty moviay, “From frieads with Sl
caes to the kids to the adnits, T think evesry age had 2 great time. It was lots of fiun " said Micheds. "It
was a0 amaring ight oo coe will forget,” she continwed. "I ost of owr quests hada't beea to 20 et
tike that Tt was not pour typical bat mitvah! TWe &d the candls Eghting and the cake right avay and
then it was just 2 fen party.” As the aight wrapped up, sveryons enjoyed 2 surprises reveal of 2 candy
‘bar, as well a5 passed minizmes ice cream coaes, cheasacake bibes om 2 sick, 20d other sty weats.

~All the funty slemests that they weat dhowe and beyoad for mades all the difference ” Fisher said "It
was veay co-ol, vory different and edsy; it was excty what they waated.
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